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Career Center FIRST Robotics Team Receives District 
Engineering Inspiration Award   

 
Jackson, Mich.— The Career Center’s FIRST Robotics Team, the JackTown Vectors, earned 
high honors at the March 14 Woodhaven FIRST Robotics Competition held at Woodhaven High 
School. In response to the team’s extensive and long-standing support of other Jackson County 
FIRST teams, the JackTown Vectors received the district’s Engineering Inspiration Award.  
 
The FIRST Robotics Engineering Inspiration Award celebrates outstanding success in advancing 
respect and appreciation for engineering within a team’s community.  
 
“The Woodhaven event was a gratifying experience of four months of hard work for our 
students,” said FIRST Robotics lead mentor and Career Center instructor William Farrant. “We 
are excited to see all of our efforts culminate into the achievement of the Engineering Inspiration 
award for our team.” 
 
The JackTown Vectors demonstrate the values of the award with its support of eleven additional 
Jackson County FIRST Technical Challenge Teams, FIRST Lego League and FIRST Lego 
League Junior teams throughout Jackson County (with expansion continuing to Hillsdale 
County). From donating grant funds to sharing fundraising expertise, the team’s commitment has 
been a strong factor in the growth of first county-wide. Additionally, team members demonstrate 
notable teamwork under pressure, rebuilding their own robot with less than six days before the 
competition—a task that often requires weeks of effort.   
 
As noted by Tom Nader, event announcer, during the award’s presentation, “The [JackTown 
Vectors] overcame many obstacles with their foresight and careful planning. For this team, the 
competition is more than a means to an end. They recognize the value of the journey, bonding, 
and communication.” 
 
The JackTown Vectors consists of 54 students from districts throughout Jackson County. 
Collectively, the team has logged nearly 3600 hours of collaborative work on the team robot 
since January 1, 2015.   
 
More about FIRST Robotics  
FIRST teams work together with creativity and ingenuity to build a robot that responds to remote 
commands and carries out tasks based on each year’s FIRST Robotic guidelines, all within an 
environment that encourages “gracious professionalism.” Teams from across Michigan compete 
at scheduled regional and statewide competitions to see which robots can best accomplish the 
tasks of the competition while also demonstrating fundamental principles of “co-opertition.” 
More information about FIRST Robotics can be found at www.usfirst.org.  
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See below for photos and captions.  
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For more information 
William Farrant 
Cyber Defense / Networking Instructor 
FIRST Robotics Lead Mentor 
Jackson Area Career Center 
(517) 990-6616 
farrant@jcisd.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Riedeman  
Project Lead the Way Instructor 
FIRST Robotics Mentor  
Jackson Area Career Center 
(517) 768-5177 
John.Riedeman@jcisd.org 
 
Kim Medlock 
Communications Coordinator 
Jackson County Intermediate School District  
(517) 768-5216  
Kim.medlock@jcisd.org

 
Photos, below: JackTown Vector team members during the March 14, 2015 Woodhaven FIRST 
Robotics competition, during which the team received the district’s Engineering Inspiration 
Award. 
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